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Member News and Rides 

The April  meeting at the Creekside had about 
23 attendees.   
 
The technical discussion at our meeting was 
very lively and engaging, followed up by many 
emails with further comments about armor.  
This article, especially, had many follow-up 
comments.  The study can be downloaded from 
the website: Investigating Motorcycle 
Protective Clothing 
 
Cody discussed the logistics for the campout at 
Carrizo Plain, April 19-21. The campsite is KCL 
Campground, where we have camped before.  
 
Chuck talked about the planned Club event at 
the Hacienda Lodge at Fort Hunter-Liggett, 
May 3-5. Stories and photos about this outing 
are on Pages 5-8.  
 
Steve, Fran, Deb, Tanja, Phil and Marten  are 
planning to attend the 49er Rally in Mariposa, 
CA, May 23-27.  Steve and Fran plan to make it 
a 2-day trip to Mariposa.   
 
-ÉÃÈÁÅÌȭÓ company, Ameravant Web Design, is 
now a sponsor of SB BMW Riders! Sponsors are 
on Page 3.   
 
Marten  hosted a spring Tech Day on Saturday, 
April 6.  There was a good turnout.  Photos on 
Page 4.   
 
 
 
.   
 
 
 

Above: Bikes at the Hacienda Lodge.  Photo by 

Chuck.  

http://www.sbbmwriders.org/
https://www.georgeinstitute.org/projects/investigating-motorcycle-protective-clothing-gear-study
https://www.georgeinstitute.org/projects/investigating-motorcycle-protective-clothing-gear-study
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SB BMW Riders Calendar  

× Monday, May 20: Monthly meeting at 
Creekside Restaurant & Bar, 4444 Hollister 
Ave., Santa Barbara.  Meeting starts at 6:00 
p.m. Get there at 5:30 if you want to order 
dinner. 

× Monday, June 17: Monthly meeting at 
Creekside Restaurant & Bar, 4444 Hollister 
Ave., Santa Barbara.  Meeting starts at 6:00 
p.m. Get there at 5:30 if you want to order 
dinner. 

× Any other activities or rides scheduled, let me 
know! djkrohn1@gmail.com  

 

 

Technical Topic: 

Replacement of Riding Gear 

Armor  
Chuck led a good discussion about riding gear 
armor:  it wears out and needs to be replaced, 
but how often? Should it be replaced when 
your helmet is replaced (about every 5-6 
years)? Chuck noted that he removed the 
armor from his jacket in order to wash his 
jacket, and the armor was stiff. So, he got 
curious about armor and armor life.   
 
The purpose of armor is to absorb the force of 
an impact. Trauma is prevented or minimized 
by shock absorption, shock delay and impact 
dissipation. There are two levels of protection, 
per the EN/CE (European Norm/Conformité 
Européen) standards:  Level 1 and Level 2.  
The difference in the levels is the amount of 
impact resistance, with Level 2 having a 
higher impact resistance than Level 1. 
Aerostich has their own terms for their armor 
with different impact resistances and use 
conditions: TF2, TF3, TF5 and TF6.   
 
There are several types of foam that can be 
used for armor, but the most common is 
viscoelastic. These materials are soft and 
pliable at rest but harden on impact.  
Motoport uses an armor made of a pliable 
plastic inserted between two layers of Closed 
Cell EVA Foam.  
 
Armor replacement may be dictated by the 
condition of the armor (stiff, cracked, or 
following a severe crash), or because you feel 
ÔÈÁÔ ȰÉÔȭÓ ÔÉÍÅȢȱ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 
out there about armor, but not so much on 
shelf life.  Some sources suggest about every 
4-5 years, or 70,000 km.  

If you have armor in your jacket or pants, you 
need to be careful when replacing it, as the new 
armor may not fit into the pockets of your older 
gear. 
 
Stefan mentioned that storage conditions will 
affect both textiles and armor, but the textile will 
probably need to be replaced before the armor.  
 
Oscar has a pair of armored pants from Bohn, 
which makes both armored pants and shirts. He 
has found them to be comfortable.  

 
Chuck passed out some information about 
armor.  Links below, plus some additional info: 
Aerostitch armor 

D3O Armor Certification 

Motoport 

Wikipedia Motorcycle Armor 

Motorcycle Gear Armor Ratings 

Bohn Armor 

LIfespan Motorcycle Gear 

Modular helmets are a topic for another time.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:djkrohn1@gmail.com
https://www.aerostich.com/protection
https://www.d3o.com/d3o-news/motorcycle-armor-ce-certification/
https://www.motoport.com/motoport-an-evolution/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motorcycle_armor
https://www.motorcyclegear.com/info_pages/faq_armor_ratings_explained.html
https://bohnarmor.com/ce-level-2-armor/
https://www.rideapart.com/reviews/369074/lifespan-of-motorcycle-gear/
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Upcoming Events 

¶ May 23-27: 2024 49er Rally, Mariposa, CA. 
2024 49er Rally 
 

¶ May 30:  Motorcycle Travel Presentation at 
Irv Seaver BMW with Sam Manicom, Orange, 
CA.  Travel Event at Irv Seaver 

 
¶ June 6-9: Mighty 190 Rally, Camp Nelson, CA. 

Mighty 190  
 

¶ June 13-15:  BMW MOA National Rally, 
Redmond, OR.  BMW 2024 Rally.    

 
¶ June 20-23: Chief Joseph Rally, John Day, OR. 

Chief Joseph Rally 
 

¶ July 18-21:  52nd !ÎÎÕÁÌ 4ÏÐ /ȭ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÃËÉÅÓ 
Rally, Paonia, CO.  52nd Annual Top O' the 
Rockies Rally 

 
¶ July 27: BMW Nor Cal campout, Quaking 

Aspens campground, Sequoia Natl. Park. 
Quaking Aspens campout 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

627 N. Salsipuedes, near Ortega Park 
805-966-6508 

Now closed on Sunday and Monday 
Open Tuesday- Friday, 8 a.m. to 6p.m. 

Saturday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

 

Road Updates 
 

Highway 1 , the Big Sur section, is scheduled 

to be open by May 25.  If this actually 

happens it remains to be seen!  Gov. 

Newsome signed an Emergency 

Proclamation in order to secure $100 

million in Federal funding for the repairs.   

 

Currently, there are twice-daily convoys 

through the damaged areas with limitations 

on the traveling public. The plan for the re-

opening will include temporary signals and 

alternating traffic control.  The road opening 

depends on whether the slip-out areas can 

be stabilized in time. Caltrans is working 

24/7  on Highway 1. 

 

Topanga Canyon Blvd, State Route 27, also 

has damage from the winter storms. The 

road remains closed between Pacific Coast 

Highway and the town of Topanga.  Debris 

from hillside slides is blocking both lanes of 

traffic on this road.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.bmwmoa.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1831013&group=
https://www.bmwmoa.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1843887&group=
https://www.airheads.org/events/event/mighty-190-central-california-2/
https://bmwmoaf.regfox.com/24rally
https://www.bmwmoa.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1832878&group=
https://www.bmwmoa.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1819082&group=
https://www.bmwmoa.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1819082&group=
https://www.bmwmoa.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1840937&group=


SANTA BARBARA BMW RIDERS NEWSLETTER  

Volume 24, Issue 5                                                                                                    May 2024 

 

Page | 4  

 
 

Spring Tech Day Photos 

 

 

 

  

Above, left and right: Scenes at the Spring Tech Day.   

Photos by Enzo. 

Below, left and right:  Photos by Chuck. 
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Hacienda Hooligan Weekend 
By Chuck (CB) and Diane (DK) 

Photos by Chuck, Wayne, Jim, and Kevin 
 
CB: It was my first time in many years to be on the Hunter Liggett military base and the 
Hacienda Lodge. The hacienda itself is a beautiful classic, having been built by William 
Randolph Hearst, finished in 1930, with large rooms, a nice bar area and other amenities. 
 
It can be a bit of a chore to get on the 
base as we found out when we got to 
the main entry gate and the systems 
used to do background checks were 
down. Once the system was back up, 
they checked us out and none of us 
were threatened with jail time (no 
felons in the group) so we got our gate 
passes to go on the base and to the 
lodge. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Diane and Wayne had already checked in 
and met us. Kevin, Raoul, Jim, Reed and I 
were on our bikes and rode as many curvy 
roads as we could find on the way up. The 
weather was beautiful, cool and 
comfortable. 
 
DK: We had 6 members of the Club, plus a 
ÆÒÉÅÎÄ ÏÆ #ÈÕÃËȭÓȟ *ÉÍ 3ÃÈÍÉÄÔȟ ÇÏ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ 
weekend outing, riding up on Friday.  
Chuck, Kevin, Reed and Raoul took a route 
from 154 to Highway 1, then 46 at 
Harmony, and then to Paso Robles. They 
met up with Jim, who lives in the Bay area, 
in King City.  Wayne and Diane took 

Highway 33 to 58 to 229 to Paso Robles, then wended our way around Lake Nacimiento and 
Lake San Antonio.  Highway 229 is short but sweet! Highly recommended. 

Above: Kevin, Reed, Raoul and Chuck waiting at the base 

entrance while the MPs try to get into the computers.  Below:  View of the Hacienda Lodge. 
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CB: I had reserved the lower commander suite which turned out to be just right for our 
group, since it has a nice living room, three bedrooms, one and a half baths and a kitchen. It 
was a great place for us all to meet and hang out in the evening, do route plans for the next 
day, etc. 

Carmel Valley Road beckoned us on 
Saturday, and, as forecasted, it started to 
rain as we got near Carmel Valley. It was a 
great time to test our rain gear! From there, 
we took the G2 to the 68 to the 101 to 156. 
Raoul found a really great barbecue place in 
San Juan Bautista, called the Smokehouse 
Barbecue, for lunch. Then on to the 25 to 
the G13 to King City , then Jolon Road back 
to the Hacienda. 
 
 
 
 

It was a great ride, except for four out of five 
rain gear failures. Some of us were pretty wet 
and chilly by the time we got back. The other 
good news is that there was a nice big washer 
and dryer in our suite which got a lot of use. 
 
DK: We cheated!  We had a top over our 
ÈÅÁÄÓȢ -ÁÙÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÄÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ 
being on the bike.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Left: Route planning session in the Commander 

Suite. Raoul, Kevin, Diane and Wayne. 

Above:  Returning after a soggy day of riding. 

Left:  Lunch stop at San Juan Bautista, The 

Smokehouse Barbecue. Jim, Raoul, Kevin, Diane, 

Wayne and Chuck. 


